
SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
HEALTHY BOROUGH WITH STRONG COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 

COMMITTEE 
 
Council Chamber,  
Council Offices, 
Spennymoor 

 
Tuesday,  

25 November 2008 
 

 
 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillor J.E. Higgin (Chairman) and  

 
 Councillors W.M. Blenkinsopp, Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. S. Haigh, 

A. Warburton, T. Ward, Mrs E. M. Wood, Mrs. M. Thomson 
 

In 
Attendance 

Councillors V. Chapman, G.C. Gray, B. Haigh, J.G. Huntington, and 
Mrs. E. Maddison 

Observer 
with 
Chairman’s 
Consent 

Councillors Mrs. A.M. Armstrong, Mrs. K. Conroy, V. Crosby, J.M. Khan, 
and W. Waters 
 

 
Apologies: Councillors Mrs. D. Bowman, J. Burton, Mrs. H.J. Hutchinson, 

Ms. I. Jackson and K. Thompson 
 
 

H&S.19/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 

H&S.20/08 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st October, 2008 were confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  

H&S.21/08 PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
Consideration was given to a report measuring performance against the 
Corporate Plan’s Healthy Borough and Strong Communities Delivery Plans 
covering the period from 1st April, 2008 to 30th September, 2008 (for copy 
see file of Minutes). 
 
The report provided data on 35 Performance Indicators of which 4 were 
key to the Council’s aims and objectives. 
 
With regard to the 18 Healthy Borough Performance Indicators 7 had 
demonstrated improved performance against 2007/2008 actual outturns. 3 
had performed at the same level and 3 had performed at worse level.  15 
Indicators had progressed well against 2008/2009 targets and one was off 
target. 
 
With regard to the 17 Strong Communities Performance Indicators, 8 had 
demonstrated improved performance against 2007/2008 actual outturns, 3 
were performing at the same level and 4 were performing at a worse level. 
10 Indicators were performing above 2008/2009 targets and 4 were under 
target. 
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Specific reference was made to the following:- 
 
CPH12 – Proportion of facility use by disabled people 
It was explained that the Quarter 2 figure had dipped due to some clubs 
suspending activities during the summer break and seasonal variations. 
 
CPH13 – Percentage of population that are within 20 minutes travel 
time of a range of 3 different facility types of which 1 has achieved a 
Quality Assurance Standard 
It was noted that this Indicator was performing on target and Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre was gaining Quest accreditation 
 
CPH15 – Subsidy per visit 
This Indicator was performing 25p under the subsidy target.  This figure 
was likely to rise in Quarter 3 onwards due to increased unit energy costs. 
 
XNV212 – Average time taken to relet Local Authority housing 
This was performing 22 days under target.  The impact of switching to new 
arrangements of void management had resulted in increased void 
turnaround.  These issues had now been remedied and turnaround time 
had improved from the previous Quarter. 
 
CPS04 – Proportion of private sector vacant dwellings that are 
returned to use during the financial year with Council involvement. 
The Committee was informed that this Indicator was performing 15% 
below target.  An Empty Homes Strategy had been approved by Cabinet in 
October, 2008 which would assist in bringing empty private sector homes 
falling within the appropriate criteria back into use. 
 
CPS06 – Number of Homeless applications  
It was noted that this Indicator was performing 151 applications above 
target.  The number of homeless applications had continued to reduce due 
to increased preventative measures. 
 
CPS11 – Percentage of rent lost due to dwellings becoming vacant 
The above Performance Indicator was .55% under target. The impact of 
switching to new arrangements of void management had resulted in 
increased void rent loss.  Those issues had now been remedied. 
 
CPS14 – Percentage of Homeless applications decided and notified 
within 33 working days 
It was explained that this Indicator was performing 4% under target.  
Successive preventative measures in the statutory homeless applications 
submitted meant that more complex cases needed to be dealt with 
lengthening the timescale before a final decision could be reached on 
qualification. 
 
AGREED : That the report be noted. 
   
   
 



3 

 
 

H&S.22/08 "STATE OF THE BOROUGH" - HEALTHY BOROUGH REVIEW GROUP 
REPORT 
Consideration was given to the State of the Borough (Healthy Borough) 
Review Group report (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was explained that the report covered :- 
 
A summary of the background to the review 
Objectives of the review 
The process and methodology of the review 
 
The following quality of life topics had been examined during the process 
of the review :- 
 
Public Health 
Community Care 
Leisure and Culture 
 
Key statistics in relation to each of those topics had been identified 
together with interventions which were in place to address issues, 
progress being made in relation to those interventions and issues which 
still needed to be addressed. 
 
The Review Group had reached a number of conclusions and 
recommendations which were identified in the report. 
 
Cabinet Members then left the meeting to allow the Committee to 
deliberate. 
 
AGREED : That the State of the Borough Review (Healthy 

Borough) be approved and submitted to Cabinet for 
consideration with other State of the Borough Reviews. 

    
H&S.23/08 "STATE OF THE BOROUGH" - STRONG COMMUNITIES REVIEW 

GROUP REPORT 
Consideration was given to the State of the Borough (Strong Communities) 
Review Group report (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was explained that the report covered :- 
 
A summary of the background to the review 
Objectives of the review 
The process and methodology of the review 
 
The following quality of life topics had been examined by the review 
group:- 
 
Crime and Disorder 
Community Cohesion and Local Democracy 
Housing  
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Key statistics in relation to each of those topics had been identified 
together with interventions which were in place to address issues, 
progress being made in relation to those interventions and issues which 
still needed to be addressed. 
 
The Review Group had reached a number of conclusions and 
recommendations which were identified in the report. 
 
Cabinet Members then left the meeting to allow the Committee to 
deliberate. 
 
AGREED : That the State of the Borough Review (Strong 

Communities) be approved and submitted to Cabinet for 
consideration with other State of the Borough Reviews. 

    
H&S.24/08 WORK PROGRAMME 

Consideration was given to the Work Programme for the Healthy Borough 
with Strong Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  (For copy 
see file of Minutes). 
 
AGREED : That the Work Programme be approved. 
 
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection, etc., in relation to these Minutes and associated papers should 
contact Miss. E.A. North, Tel 01388 816166 Ext 4237, enorth@sedgefield.gov.uk 

 


